What to do now

If you are a prospective or current home owner who has chosen an RICS Home Survey, you
should carefully consider the findings, condition ratings and risks stated in the report.

Getting quotations

You should obtain reports and at least two quotations for all the repairs and further investigations
that the surveyor has identified. These should come from experienced contractors who are
properly insured. You should also:

+ ask them for references from people they have worked for;

+ describe in writing exactly what you will want them to do; and

+ get the contractors to put the quotations in writing.

Some repairs will need contractors with specialist skills and who are members of regulated
organisations (for example, electricians, gas engineers or plumbers). Some work

may also need you to get Building Regulations permission or planning permission from your
local authority. Your surveyor may be able to help.

Further investigations

If the surveyor is concerned about the condition of a hidden part of the building, could only see
part of a defect or does not have the specialist knowledge to assess part of the property fully, the
surveyor may have recommended that further investigations should be carried out (for example,
by structural engineers or arboriculturists) to discover the true extent of the problem.

Who you should use for these further investigations

Specialists belonging to different types of organisations will be able to do this. For example,
qualified electricians can belong to five different government-approved schemes. If you want
further advice, please contact the surveyor.

What the further investigations will involve

This will depend on the type of problem, but to do this properly, parts of the home may have to
be disturbed. If you are a prospective purchaser, you should discuss this matter with the current
owner. In some cases, the cost of investigation may be high.

This guidance does not claim to provide legal advice. You should consult your legal advisers
before entering into any binding contract or purchase.
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