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Window furniture: history

In the early seventeenth century,
window catches, latches, and
cascment stays were usually integral
parts of the wrought-iron opening
lighe. Early timber-framed casement
witdows, with glazing bars or
leaded lights, usually had wrought-
iron H or HL. hinges and spring
catches. The arrival of the sash
window in the mid-seventeenth
century created a need for a far
wider range of ironmongery, which
by 1800 had become enormously
diverse and mult-patented. The
basic ironmengery fittings for
Creorgian and Yictorian sash
windos woere brass or hardwood
pulleys, lead (and later cast-iron}
weights, shutter hinges and knobs,
and some form of secunty device o
help prevent the sash from ratthing
in the wind,

The sash pulley can somenimes
b o uselul datng guide, especally
whien the more obyvious period
details have been lost and Mrames
have been replaced. The earlies
forms of sash pulley dave from the
late sevenrveenth cenpury, and
comprised either a brass wheel ser
directly inpo the pulley srile withowt
an outside case (o facilitate
rermoval) or, more commonly in less
cupensive work, oak or boxwood
wheels with iron pivots. By the carly
cighreenth cenoury, pulley wheels
wers set inte their own removable
blocks, and by the middle of the
century they were, at least in first-
rate work, set inte wrought-iron
frames with brass face plates. As
custing technigques improved, it
became possible to wse cast-iron for
the pulley cases and o introduce
sophisticated axle pulleys,

The wse of brass, mather than
wan, for sash handles and carly
forms of sash fasiener became more
widespread during the lae
cighteenth cenmery. By 1804 the
sash fastener had evolved invo the
familiar, lever-arm patvern thar we
see today, By this time, too, sash

Modern windo furninee wmhich s or reproduces old panierns can casly be
abraiesd rday

fasteners had become increasingly
¢laborate and were often finished
with ceramic, ehony, or glass knobs.
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However, it s imporiant oo
remember that throughowt the
nineteenth century traditional
hinges and window fittings were
used i humbler buildings. By the
mid-ningteenth century cast iron
waz used for even the smallest
windl.mr ﬁ‘ll_il‘lﬂ!ﬁl 'ir.||.:|1,:||;|i1'|;|; 1ut|:_:|'|1:s
.ur.||.|. sneh !'uxh:nur:-:.

Sash Lifts, which during the
cighteenth century had been
restricted mainly to grander houses
and large windows, became
eggential after the introduction in
the 18305 of cheaper plate glass and
the consequent manufacture of
larger, heavier windows. They also
became heavily ornamented.
Indeed, the variows design revivals
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of the nineteenth century led to the
integration of many more exotic
designs into standard ranges of
window furnitune,

Sash weights were generally
cylindrical and made of lead or
cast irom; eocasionally, rectangular-
sectcned weights were also used.
Sash cords were made of comon
during the Georgian period, bur by
the later nineteenth century this was
being replaced by linked chain
robust enough 1o operate the large
plate-glass sashes then in wse. In
L9300 the spiral sash balance was
patented. Housed in grooves in the
sides of the sashes, cach balance
comprized a cylinder conraining a
torsion spring and a spirval rod. The
rixd was threaded through a bush
artached to the spring and cawsed
the spring o be wound or unwound
as the sash was lowered or raised;
the mechanism could be adjusted,
within lmits, to suit sashes of
different weights,

By the end of the nineteenth
century a vast selection of window
ironmangery was available, ranging
from Regency patterns sull in
production, to the revived Stuart
and Georglan Forms so popular with
the Arts and Cralts Movement, and
ro the new, superbly crafted Art
Mowveaw d-uxl'gm;. i"dqm'_.' ol the
larrer, which are both elegant and
restrained, are often confused with
cxamples from the 19202 and 30s,
Many manufacturers continued 1o
produce Victorian window-firting
diesigns well inee the 1930s,

A modest range of sash window
firtings was still available up o the
Second World War, By the 1950
distinctly modern aluminium
firtings were being displayed
alongside older styles, most of
which had become unpopular by
the 1960s, The range of =ash
pulleys and fasteners was cut
drastically, with only a few firms
supplying them by 1970, Today, the
renewed interest in old hemes is
bringing new life into this area of
window furniture.

Door furniture: history

Droor locks were used in Ancient
Rm,ml'ian I::imt:x, af TicHl |:h::ﬁ3r-::. 'T'|'|¢],'
WigEpe r:l:r!a'lr'll}' Coammdan h:,l 1|'I|;.' l'il'l'll;.'
of the Boman Fl:‘ip-'iru: Roman kﬂ:yx
ard locks (which were geneeally
cither sliding or tumbler-operated)

have been found ar variows sites in
Britain. By the fifteenth century
maonastic locksmiths were producing
ornate silver lockplates, and the iron
lockplates being made by their lay
contemporaries were generally
brightly painted, These heavy,
cumbersome forms were used well
into the eghteenth century, They
were midde chsolescent, however, by
Robert Barron® 1778 invention, the
double-acring lever lock, which
relied on the sophisticaved action of
rwo separvate levers. Six years laver
Joseph Bramali’s new lock
revolutiomsed the Wiy doors were
secured, s evlinder mechanism and
small key constituting the first truly
modern lock. Lock technology was
further advanced in 1818, when
Jeremiah Chubb was geanted the
parent for a lock thar could detect
amall variations in the key shape.
Chubh was so confident of the
leck's invulnerability thar he offered
a reward (and a free pardon) o
anyone who could pick a Chubb
lock, However, in 1844 Chubb's
invention was made to look
primitive by the appearance of
Linus Yale's new cylinder lock,
which was not only more securs
amd wsed a smaller key, but could
alse be mass-produced at low cost,

By the middle of the Victorian
erw the Brigsh lock mndustry had
hecome well established in the West
Midlands vown of Whllenkall, The
Iy s ol door lock had hecome
hugely varied, ranging from simple,
thin runlocks 1o massive Kl.lﬂml.'l_l;ll-
and-beags deadlocks, The hpplaindd
refined locks were often enamelled
ar japanned (given a black,
lacquered finish). It was even
possible o have bedeoom door balis
thar could be operated from the
hed.

Front-door knockers and doos
knobs were in widespread use by
the early eighreenth cenmury. They

Ruhers Barvon's "Double ..-'L'.r.l':rln-_l" lever
Jock of 1778
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were usually of cast iron and
painted black, as only the grandest
homes could afford brass Attings at
l:hil.l_ l'iml:. P.:,n 1_|'|:.: T'h.:gun-;,:y 2ril I:h-l.:
lon's-head, sphinx-head, and
|.‘|.|||p]"||'r'|. forms had becomse
cominon, and by this tme too the
|:'|.u1!|!||:‘:||.'1'irlg ol daors [:lllu.ﬁddl!l::-r:-' i1
London from 1805) became inore
popular. Indeed, the Regency saw a
greatl proliferation in the ypes of
door furnituee in use, witnessing a
significant inceease in the number
of front-door bells (generally
circular and of brass), and, inside
the home, in the use of brass, sceel,
glazs, or ceramic finger plates.
Letter boses came into use after
18440, when the penny post was
introduced, "The earliest examples

were of cast brass; later models
were often elaborately incised or
decorated,

Eﬂutllrin.g 0 'n:uzring n‘-:l I"ll.'ti.nn;:;
With the renewed i.n1|.'11_'5-:|: i
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hag been m.n'nul!hi.ng al @ n:w::-h,:l'il:m
i1 :i|.‘|.||!||:'|:'|.11|:|gL-r:.-' manulaciure over
the past ten vears. Many firms are
reintroducing older ranges, but
others are producing banal sryles
bearing no selation o the period
they are supposed to represent. The
importance of maintaining original
ironrmongery can be appreciated
from displays of restored fittings. A
window latch or stay coated in
CTEAIM paint may seem
unremarkable, but when the layers

have been removed the fine quality
of its craftsmanship and
construction becomes apparent,
The temptation to replace such
details should be resisted until they
have been cleaned down so that
their true condition can be
appreciated.

Cirearl care must be raken when
choosing replacement iIronmongeey,
particulasly for sash windows,
because some fastener ranges are
quite inappropriate for eighreenth-
and nineteenth-cenmury windows.
For cxample, sash fasteners such as
the Fitch parern were introduced
in the late ninetecnth cenmury, and
did nor become widespread uncil
the Edwardian period; they are
therefore quite wrong for Georgian
=ash windows.

Simplex ironmongery

A simple and inexpensive set of
ironmongery can transform the
hottom frame of a vertically shiding
siash wandow into a side-hung
casement that 15 ensier to clean and
repair where access 1s difficult.
These fittings can be ohmined from
any Scotish ronmoenger and from
Mighton Products in England
(01799 53101 1), Ventrolla of
Harrogate (01423 BT00011) can also
install largely hidden Simplex
irormongery as part of their
overhauling and upgrading service.

Securicy

Traditional doors, with their thick
ariles and rails, are generally robust
enough o resist a good deal of
physical bamwering. If dog bolts,
door chains, and five-lever morice
locks are fitved, then an old door
can be made encouragingly secure.
(Rimlocks are not recommended, as
they are very weak and particularly
vulnerable it the door is partly
glazed.) The fitting of new locks
does not mean that histonc door
furniture must be reploced, and it is
important to try te retain it where
paossible, If this s not feasible, then
keep it for use elsewhere,

A sheet of lominated secunty
glass can he [eed over original
stained or decorared glass built inva
the body of a door, This will sull be
visille o a potential inrewder, but it
i a far bercer aestheric solution
than unsightly grilles or bags.
Howewer, if the building is listed,



firting security glass may need listed
building consent. Alternatively, an
intermally mounted polycarbonate
sheet will give greater sirengrh to
glazed areas.

Modern window locks, dual
screws, anti-lift devices, mortics
bolts, and sash chains can be fitted
te old windows in a comparatively
unobirusive and reversible manner
o make the window secure, while
still allowing it to be opened for
ventlation, (Traditional sash-
window catches on their own an:
insufficient, as mtruders can easily
hammer the catch out of its serewed
moun g, )

It 15 mot true that double-glzed
units offer the 1,1r|.|3,' real pn1|:q_'|_"li.1||'|
agminst intruders, Traditional
windows can be made sSeCure, arwd
they have the added advantages thar
damaged pars can be repaired
easily and thar they are probably
cagier oo escape through during a
fire. Modern materials and designs
are ot pecessarily more secure than
waditional models. The glass
industry recently staved that 'It i= a
well known phenomenon that MC-
I doors and windows are epsy
targers for criminals,

Original window shutters can
provide excellent protection agamst

intrders, as well a5 keeping warmith
in and noise our. Fastening bars on
shutters can be exvremely effective at
preventing a break-in, provided that
they are fixed o the structure of the
building as well as o the shumer
woodwork. If no shutter bars
survive, modern facsimiles or
approximanions can be obtained
cheaply. A remarkably low-techs, late-
Georgian alarm system which some
houscholders have rediscovered is
the installation of small bells on the
inskde of the shutter. 1ts modern,
rather more advanced counterpart is
the vibration detector, which
activates an alarm when the shutter
i= disturbed.

The Home Office Crime
Prevention College (see Llisgfid
addresser, might) con provide further
information on door and window
SECuriky.
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